Charles H. Speck
Texmelucan Zapotec verb conjugations illustrate some common phonological processes like deletion, palatalization, lenition, assimilation and dissimilation. At least some of these function to accommodate syllabification. Most of these processes can be seen in the data from Table 1 (Regular verbs, the positive paradigm). Verbs in this table are inflected for Potential aspect, which occurs in frames with the adverb meaning tomo"ow; Imperfective aspect, which occurs frames with always; Completive aspect, which occurs in frames with yesterday; and the Unreal aspect, which occurs in counterfactual clauses.
The morphology of the negative paradigm shown in Table 2 is not very straightforward. Neither the Completive prefix nor the Imperfective prefix co-occurs with the Negative prefix. I analyze the Potential prefix as occurring in the form elicited with never and the form meaning did not, but not with the form meaning will not; no aspect at all occurs on the latter. (This skewing between form and meaning is discussed in Speck 1984.) Given an analysis of the morphology along these· lines, some of the same phonological processes seen in the positive paradigm are illustrated in the negative paradigm. Table 3 (Causative forms) shows that the causative stem is formed by laryngealizing the stem of the non-causative and adding a prefix. These data illustrate· some of the same phonological processes seen in the other paradigms.
In Table 4 , ride and seek have the same underlying stem, {jub}, but conjugate differently. The conjugation of seek illustrates a highly marked positive exception to the rule of velar deletion. Underlying {k-} (Potential) shouldn't delete beforej, but it does with the verb for seek.
Most stems that begin with d, l, or r are irregular in that they have a different form in the first person than in the second and third persons. The second person and third person completive is sometimes like the first person and sometimes like the rest of the second person paradigm. These data provide yet additional evidence for some of the processes shown above. They also show some exceptional behavior with respect to several of them. IP A symbols are used in the transcription of the data. However, the symbols kj and gj represent palatalized palatal stops (hence the nasal assimilation facts) derived from underlying velars. Tilde under a vowel represents a laryngealized vowel.
Texmelucan Zapotec is spoken by about 4000 people in the District of Sola de Vega, Oaxaca, Mexico. The data have been collected by the author during continual work on the language since 1972.
Te:xmelucan Zapotec Verbs (Mexico) Table 5 ).
3 In some ill-understood semantic or discourse environments, a velar stop can appear in the onsets of the forms in this column. The conditions for the appearance of this segment, however, are not purely semantic, but seem also to be related to sonority sequencing. It appears frequently before sonorants producing forms like glab, glj y, gry, and gne?. There are fewer examples before sibilants, producing forms like ksug, ksj g, and gzug. Although its appearance before stops has been attested, producing forms like gded or kted, they are very rare. It never appears before another velar. 4 The sound written r is voiceless except when is precedes a vowel or glide. The form gj ub has been attested, albeit rarely (see note 3).
